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ILFRED OWEN

Waiting soldiers are worn |
down by cold, fear and
a lack of progress.

@ THE BIG IDEA

War destroys through
exhaustion and waiting as

well as battle; nature defeats
the promise of military purpose.

‘All their eyes are ice,’
1 Opening watch N — —
e Eight five-line stanzas

Exhausted and anxious.
Silent waiting already
causes bodily and mental
pain.

Snow and imagined home
Numb and estranged.
Dreams of warmth offer no
secure escape; the men
imagine themselves shut out.

3 Faith and burial
Desolate.

Religious doubt and frozen

faces replace the expectation
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create a steady, drawn-out
sense of waiting and routine.

Recurring shortened
endings and pararhyme
leave lines unresolved,
reflecting inaction and the
constant drain of the cold.

TP CONTEXT Y «=> COMPARE IT WITH..

® Owen wrote from his
experience of the First
World War.

@ The collective voice
centres soldiers’
suffering.

e Storm on the Island:
threatening nature.

e Bayonet Charge:
different wartime
experiences.

of a meaningful advance. v
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